Report on Awareness Program on Snakebite Mitigation
As we know snakebite is an acute life-threatening time limiting medical emergency, the Department of Zoology in association with IQAC, Nalbari College, Nalbari have done an Awareness Program on Snakebite Mitigation at Garakhia Than, Balamugkuchi, Nalbari. The resource person was Mr. PrasannaKalita, Bonyabondhu. 
Snakebite is a preventable public health hazard often faced by rural population in tropical and subtropical countries with heavy rainfall and humid climate. There are more than 2000 species of snakes in the world and about 300 species are found in India out of which 52 are venomous. The venomous snakes found in India belong to three families Elapidae, Viperidae and hydrophinae (Sea Snakes). The most common Indian elapids are Najanaja (Indian Cobra) and Bungaruscaeruleus (Indian Krait), Daboiarussalii (Russells’ Viper) and Echiscarinatus (Saw scaled viper). 
The resource person mainly focused on the death rate because of the superstitious believes which are harmful and he advised to take help of physicians. Along this, he showed various slides of different varieties of poisonous and non-poisonous snakes and their nature of biting. Kraits are active during night hours, often biting a person sleeping on floor bed. Maximum Viper and Cobra bites occur during the day or early darkness, while watering the plantation or walking bare foot in grown grass or soybean crops. Although total number of bites may be more than 5-6 lakhs but only 30% are venomous bites. On the basis of Million Death Study, non-fatal bites may be as high as 1.4 million per year. Though snakebite is a life-threatening centuries old condition, it was included in the list of neglected tropical diseases (Warrell and WHO 2009). With its triad of high mortality, high disability, and substantial psychological morbidity, the awareness foe snakebite is an utmost need.
Our resource person fulfilled the needs of awareness by delivering the thought-provoking lecture mainly on – need of snakes for ecosystem so not to kill snakes, snakebite is curable so don’t panic and just go to the nearby medical, stay away from the superstitions.
With the note that 80% of snakes are non-poisonous in India while approx. 60,000 deaths occur in a year because of snakebite, the resource person primarily requested to all the attendees who have joined this – the villagers, school kids, college students and teachers to take a leap on the snakebite for its cure.
The Department of Zoology in association with IQAC, Nalbari College, Nalbari have also done the Awareness Program on Snakebite Mitigation at KamrupVidyapith High School, Mugkuchi, Nalbari (Adopted School of Nalbari College). All the teachers along with more than 100 students were attended the lecture.
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